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Monday, May 14,

In the Senate, the Post Offico bill was taken up,
read a third time and passed. Mr. Holmes gave
notice that, to.morrow, he would ask leave t;o in-
troduce a bill for the abolition of Pustage on Newe.
papers. Mr. Dickerson gave notice that he would,
on Wednesday, call up the bill to ropeal, in part,
the duties on Imporis. This bill is the first which
waa reported from the Committee on Manufactures,
and is limited to unprotected articles. The Pension
Bill wastaken up, and Mr. Holmes spoke at length
in its support. ‘The question being on the motion
fo re-commit the bill, with’ instructions <o to amend
it, as to provide for the officers and soldiers” who
served 1n the Indian wars during the rovoiﬁu?u_m and
subsequent to it, till the year 1795; a division of
the question was called for, and the motion to re-
.commit was rejected by a vote of 19 to 21,

e House oF RKPRESENTATIVES. -
" Mr. 1. S, Barbour efferod- a resolution directing
“the Judiciary Committes to wnquire into the ex-
pediency of reporting a il defining contempts
“against either House of Congress which wasadoepted.
f Case of Gen. Houston.
. Mr. Archer rose and offered a paper on the part
of the accused for the consideration of the House

The accused, when brought before the Houvse for
judgment, wus entitled to state orally the contents
,-.of the paper—but the great respect tho accused felt
" for ihe House, had induced him to subwmit, before.
““Kand for their consideration, what he proposed to
wsoffer., Mr. A. wished not to te understood as acting
in consequence of any direct communicntion with
" the accused. Ho had not seen him excepting in the
Hall. But baving bren requested to’ present the
Zipaper, which contained nothing but what was per.
factly respectful, he wished it might be read for the
information of the House. ,
Mr. Buryes asked what the paper was? o
Mr. E. Everett wished the gentleman from Virgi.
mia.would state the substance of the papor.
©" Mr. Archer said the sccused was about to be
.brought to the bar of the House to receive judg-
“ment for an offence of which he had been declared
Sguilty. It was perfecily within his constitutional
: privileges, to state at that time the considerations
“in thay paper by way of protesting against the com-
“petengy of the House to prenounce such a judg
‘raent. The accused might have done this without
permission, it being his andcubted right—but he
“theught it more respectful to the House to commu.
‘"~ ‘micate his intention beforehand. He assured gen.

gainst him, as well ae the sentence he now objects
to, unwarrranted by the constitution of his eouutry,
yet circamstances may exist to justify or excuse a
citizen in determining (as ke has donc on this ocea-
sion) tn suffer in silent putience, whatever the House
may think proper to enforce.

May 14. Samver, Housron.

Mr. Archer then moved that the aecused be per.
mitted 1o present thiz paper to the House at the bar,
which was agreed to.

The Speaker then ordered Gen. Houston to be
placed ut the bar; he soun afterward appeared, ac-
companied by the Sergeant at Arins,

The Speaker informed him it he had anything to
offer to the House hefore the judgment was pronoun.-
ced upon his case, it would be raceived.

General Houston rose and deiivered the above
paper,

The Speaker then addressed him as follows:

+Samuen Houston !—You have been charged with
a violation ot the rights and privileges of the Hous:
ot Representatives, in having offered persunal vio.
lence to one of its members, for words spoken in de-
bawe! In exercis ng the high and delicate power o1
ascertaining und vindicating their own privileges,
the House have proceeded throughout this investiga.
tion, and in relation to your individual rights, with
all that deliberation and caution which ought to
characterize the dignified and moral justice of such
an assembly !— )

You have been heard in person in your defence:
You have been ably and eloquently defended by emi.

acnt coansel, and every facility ufforded you, tol

place your cause fully and fairly before the House,
and to urge upon its consideration, matters of prin.
ciple as well as fact, in explanation und justification
of your conduct! )

Whatever the motives or causes may have been,
which led to the act of violence committed by you,
your conduct has been .pronounced by the sclemn
judgment of the House, to be a high breach of their
rights and privileges, and to demaad their markad
disapprobation and censure—

If, in fultilling the order of the House, I were
called upon as its presiding officor to reprimand an
individual uneducated and uninformed, it might be
expected that ¥ should endeavor, as tar as I was
able, to impress upon him the importance aad pro.
priety of sedulously guarding from violation the
rights and privileges secured to the members of the
House by our mvaluable Constitution; but, when

tlemen there was nothing disrespoctful in the lan
the paper. .
g“;}fo:fnomep (f'oenversnl.ion between Messrs. Bar.
* ringef, Vinton and Archer, in which the forimer
gontleman objested to the reading of the paper, Mr.
McDuffie snid the proposed form was the most un.
exceptionable ene for the accused to do what he had
an undoubted right to do. Auny man brought up to
" receive septence has a right lol stale the reasons
vhy it should not be pronounced. .
w}ﬁrl Archer said 1htlaJ accused had no doubt of the
right, and the ouly reason of presenting the paper,
. by the hand of a member ofthe House, was to mani-
““fast his respect for the House. Mr. A. said, for his
own part, he did not care whether it was rgad or not
* —he had not the slightest wish on the subject. The
“accused was willing to apprize the House of what he
:'ﬁioponed to say when ‘called before them for judg.
mant. He had been requested.by a friend (we under
stood Fim to say the counsel of l.he'&ccused) to offer
thié papor for the previousinformation of the House.
Whather it was read or not, the contonts of the pa-
per would be known throughout the country.

Mr. Barringer withdrew his objeetion, and the pa.
per wus read as follows— .
T the Honorable the House of Representalives of the

United States :

The accused, now at the Bar of the House, asks

ve respectfully to state,

}“Thut h‘pe under};tmds he js now brought before the
House, to receive a reprimand from the Speal'wr. in
axecution of the sentence pronounced upen him. .

Was he to suhbmit in'silence to:such a sentence, it
might imply that he recognized the-authority ofthe
House toimpose it. '

He cannot consent that it shall be thié implied.

- He considers it a mote of ‘punishment unknewn to|

~ aur laws, and, if not forbidden by the.ﬁrohibit;?’n ]
the Constitution against “}mu_sunl ppmghmpnts, yet
jnconsistent with the spirit of our institutions, and
‘unfit'to be inflicted npon a free’citizen.
He thinks proper to add, in making this declara.
tion, that he has been unwilling to trouble the

addressing a citizen of your character and intelli-
gence, and one who has himself been honored by
the people with a seat in this EHouse, it cannot be
necessary that I shonld add to the duty enjoined
upon me by dwelling upon the character or conse
quences of the offence with which you have been
charged and found guilty.

» Whatever has a tendency to impair the freedom
of debate in this House—a freedom no less sacrad
than the Censtitution itself—or to detract fromn the
independence of the representatives of the people
in the rightful discharge of their high functions,
you are no doubt sensible, must, in the same pro-
portion, weaken and degrade nut only the iegisla-
ture of the nation itself, but the «haracter of our
free institutions.

Your own mind will suggest to you prohably
more suitable reflections than anything which I can
say could convay. . To those reflections I am pre.
pared to trust; not doubting, that, had you at the
Lime considered the act of violence which you have
commitied in the light in which it has been regard.-
ed by the House, you would have heen spared its
disapprobation and censure, and I the duty of de-
claring to you the result of it. \

‘watr suy more Lhan to pronounce the judg-
rent of the House, which is, that you have been guil-
y of ahiza vreach of 1ts privileges, and that you be
r-prunanded therefore at its Bar by the Speaker ; an.
in obedience to the order of the Houss, I do teprimanc
voun accordingly.

Yoa will now be conducted from the Bar of the
House, and discharged from the custody oi the Sei-
geat at Atma.” , - '

After Gen, Henston had left. the bar, Mr. Archer
moved: that his protest be entered on the Journal—
vhich was agreed to. .

Mr Stanbury tken moved the rules of House be
suspended Lo enable him to offer a resolution inquirirg
nto. the contemplated fraud beiween Jobhm H. Eaton
and Gon. Hou
Noes 13.

The resolutien. was then, after some conversation,
idopted. !

Mr. E. Cooks pr'anented the folléwing letter from

ston—which was carried—Ayes 169,

) ‘l‘h:t though he believes the whole proceeding a-

Dr. E. 8. Davis:

\

]

Brown's Hotel, Moy 13, 1832.
Hou. E Coorg Sir i— Duning wiy cX minaticn bes
"o Huuke 08 Representatives in the: case of Gen.
Houston, you very impertinently asked among 9ther
questions ny busiuess in this eity,  Whilst the trial of
General Houston was per:ding, | deferred calling on
you for the explanation which I now demaud through
my friend, Gen. Deweiry. 1 am, very resp mfuhy,
your most obedient, 5. 8. DAYII.

Mr. Crane then offered the following resslution:

Resolved, That the.communication of the Hon,
E. Cooke, a member from Ohio, be referred to a Be-
lect Committee consisting of seven members, ta re.
port the facts and their opinions whether lh_o same
establish a contempt and a breach of ‘the privileges
of this House or not, and that said Committee have
power to send for persons and papers.

Mr. Stanberry, in the course of debate hereupos,

reiterated the statement that assaults on members of
the House for werds spoken in debate were encour-
1ged by the language used by the Premdent of the
United States, and said he asked but half an hourto
prove the assertion by unquestionable evidence.
Mi. Polk (and perhaps ethers) hav ng declared the
statement to be unfounded, Mr. Stanberry moygd_to
amend the resolution so as to institute an jnquiry in-
to this matter.  After a storiny debate, the Erevmul
Question was called for and carried, precluding the
amendment proposed by Mr, Stanberry. The ques.
tion was then tauken by Yeas and Nays on Mr.
Crane’s motion for a commuttes, and decided in the
negative by Yoas and Nays: Yeas 85.~Nays 87.—
So the resolution was rejected.
Mr. Adams, from the Bank Commitiee, made a re-
port expressing the rensons of hi. dissent fromn the re-
wrt of tha Cominittee, Ten thousand copies of this
and the vtherreport and documents, were ordered to
be printed.

After an ineffectual attempt of Mr. Barbour to get
up the Virginia claims bill, the H.use tuok up the a=
mendments of the Senate to the Apportionment Bill 3
snd, after Mr. E. Everett had obtained the floor, the

Houge adjourned.

Tuesday, May 15.
In the Senate the Chair communicated a letier
from the Secretary of the Treusury, transmitting a
statement inade by him, in vbedience to a resolution
of the Senate, showing the amount of duties col.
locted under the existing law, and the amount
which will be collected under the bills reported from
the sommittee on manufaetures of the Semate, and
under the tariff, submitied by the Secretary of the
Treasury. Filteen hundred copies were ordered to
be printed My, Holmes introduced a bill, on leave,
to abolish postage on newspapers, which was twice
read and referred to the commuttee on the post office
and post roads. The resolution some days ago of.
fered by Mr. Bonton, for prinling blank number of
copies of the report of the committee or the Bank
mmyestigation, and blank number of the documents
accompanying the same, was 1aken up. On mo.
tion of Mr. Ig;allas. it was amended so as to in.
clude the counter reports of the minority of the
comunittee, and- the first blank having. been filled
with five thousand, und the second with one thou.
sand, the resolution was adopted. Mr. Dullas guve
notice, that on Tuesday next, he would call up the
bill to renew the charter of the United $tates Bank.
On potion’ of Mr. Smith, the hill authorizing a sub.
scription on the part of the United States to the
stock of the Baltimore and Ohio Reilroad Company,
was taken up for consideration. Mr.. Smith com.
menced a speech in support of the bill, and after
speaking a short time,: he ylelded the floor for the
delivery of .2 message from the House of Represen.
tatives. The messago.was then delivered from the
House of Representatives by Matthew St. Clair
Clarke, Esq. their Clerk, announcing the death of
Mr. Hunt of Vermont, aud stating that his funeral
would take place next ¢ay at 4 v’clock. Wheregpon,
on motion of Mr. Prentws of Vermont, the Senate
resolved to attend the funeral, and to wear crips on
the arm for 30 days. Then, on motion of Mr. Web-
ster, the Senate adjourned till Thursday.
In the House of Representatives, after the Journal
was read, Mr. H -Everett rose and. announced the
death of his colleague the Hon.Jonathan Hunt, to
whosa memory he paid an appropriate and -feeling
tribute of eulogy. = Mr. E. moved thatthe meinbers
of the House, in token of respect for. the memory of
Mr. Hunt, wear black crape or the left arm-during
the remainder of the session, which was unanimous.
ly agreed to.  Mr. E.said he should make no further
mution, as it ‘was the wish of the deceused and his
friends that his funeral should be a private one. Af.
tor sending ‘a message to- the Scnate informin
them of Mi. Hunt's déath, on motion :of Mr. K.
Everett, the House adjourned over till Thursday.
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