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Buch manner and at such times a3 it may think |
proper, and that the compensation for such ser-
vices is to be settled Dy the mere dictum of that

" Now it turcs oat (thouﬂh this is not mentioned
in the correspondence before us) that on some
roads, the mail agents not only take their friends

body, or the executive agents of the government, | along in the cars, but also undertake the carriage

without any consnltation or bargain with the car-
riers, and without even an attempt to ascertain
what the service might be worth to other parties,
There appearg, indeed, to be a total misconception
of the relations of the two parties; the railroad
cowpanies are compelled to perform the service,
but are also compelled to take whatever Cougreas
chooses to allow them for doing it.

It is a maxim of our fundamental law that ¢ pri-
vate property shall not be taken for public use
without just compensation.” Yet there is a class
of cases where private property is daily taken ror
- public use, without ‘‘ just compensation;”’ or to
put the proposition in its positive form, the Gnv-
eromeunt 18 continually forcing on certain railroad
companies losses of their property, and tbeir ap
peals for redress of grievances are unnoticed,
The ordinary rates for carrying common freights

by slow trains—cut down as we may properly

suppose them to be by competltmn—-—aw from 50
to 400 per cent greater than the rales allowed for
carrying the United Statés mails by the express
trains, Evep if there were no other itjuries and
abuses connected with the system, this fact alone
- would be sufficient to entitle the complaining
railroads to the relief they seek, Mr. Hinckley's
own statement of the facl',s as they affect the
Phll_adelphm, Wilmington and Baltimore Com-
pany, is explicit and conclusive : '

‘““ You are aware thal the postal cars are very
much more costly than ordinary express cars or
freight cars, and in this respect closely approxi-
mate passenger cars.. They are lighted and
warmed at our cost,.and are run at high speed on
passenger trains, As a rule, the New York and
Washington® postal cars carry five clerks each,
whose fares, if paid, would amount to 15,76 cents
per mile, while our whole wail pay has been
bat 13.28 cents per thirty-foot car pr mile,

- We are, moreover, furnished with a list of

ninety-three persons styled special agents, whom

weo are required at all times to transport free in

~our passenger cars; and if we collect fares from
any of them, the amouct thereof is deducted from
our mail pay. We are alse required, at our own
‘cost, to have the mails transported between our

- stations and all post offices within one-quarter of
one mile of our stations,:

- “:And we are required to receive much of our

pay in erders of the Department upon post offices

more or less distant from our line, and bear l:he
cost and risk of collection,

‘“ While paid at the low rale of 13.28 oents pel
thirty-foot car per mile—which rate may be
raised to 16 cents—we . arve paid by our ot her cus-
tomers as follows, viz :—

For express freight on mail trains '
~percar per mile, ... vuv. ... ..00 to 65 cents.
For cars of fruit (of which we move
4000 to 5000 per apnum) on fast P
fieight trams, per car per mile...55 to 65 ¢
For open cars loaded with bricks,
and for pigiron and similar frelght
-~ on slow freight trains, wheo load-
ed and unloaded free of cost to
this company, on open pIaLform
carg, per car per mile.... ......20 to 25
For new freight cars from car man-
nfacturers per car per mile..... 15

* Comment upon such discrepancies as exist in

the rates paid respectively by your department
and by the public is needless,

“ Our mail pay falls short of the actual cost

of the servige by from $60,000 to- $80 000 per
apoum,”

(¢
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of articles of freight and baggage as well, . In

|some instances we learn of kegs of beer bemg

| pany to ron a

carried in the mail cars ; thus obliging the com-
car, at one end of the train, ata
loss, which shall compete with the cars behind it
for public patronage., DBesides, there is an
creasing swarm of passengers carried gratis over
the various roads holding commissions from the
Puost Uilice Department who have no legitimate
conneclion therewith.

Another constitutional guarantee is to the effect
that “ neither slavery, nov involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime, shall exist
within the United States.” Yet here, we submit,
are cases of ‘ involuntary servitude ¥’ in contra-
vention of this provision, These railroad com-
panies have protested, and still protest, aguinst
this injustice. They complain that the contract
does not provide such a just, reasonable, and
equitable compensation as the fundamental law
and commou dealing requires. With as much eolor
of right, might the aulhorities compel the roads
Lo carry for nothing, as for less than it is worth—
the principle of invaded rights is the same. All the
companies ask is the right to be treated with;
the right to make a bargain ; and that there may
be no mistake of their disposition to deal fairly
with the Government, they have offered to leave
the disputed points to disinterested, suitable ar-
bitrations.

Some persons may ask : why this reluctance on
the part of the authorities? The answer is pot
easy to give., Either in the head or the heart of
somebody there is an obstacle. The railroad
compaunies very wisely refuse to purchase their
remedy by bribery; but insist upon securing their
rights openly and by the force of their justice.
Nor does the injustice end here; other companies
besides those carrying the mails in special cars,
have other like causas of cowmplaint. The Pa
cific Railroad Companies, for example, are allowed
only such rates for carrying the mails across an
uninhabited desert and lofty mountains, as are
common in the more densely settled territory—
although the Acts of Congress, on which their
construction was undertaken, specially provide
that the compensation should be the * ordinary”

other parties. But they are allowed far less, and
are nevertheless compelled to perform the service,

Of courye, it is preper that tho mails should be
carried regularly and with despatch ; the railroad
companies do not resist this; nor do they (as is

| sometimes asserted) propose to discontinue carry-

ing the mails, but only to cease carrying them in

to do it for nothing; nor at a loss, except as an
act of usurpation and tyranny. Now, the Post
Office Department is not self-sustaining, and as
long as the people’s representatives insist on send-

ing such quantities of free printed matter, and in

carrying such masses of material, long distances,
at rates that cannot possibly be remunerative, so
long must this deficit be made good out of taxa-
tion. But we submit that certain railroad com-

panies au bt net to be called on to pay fifty times

in-

tand “ reasonable rates *’ paid for similar service to|
; committee report the result of their labors at an

‘1special cars,—The Executive may compel them to |
Ytake the mails; it cannot, however, compel them

their proportior, If their complaints are left un-
heeded, there seems to be no consistent or digni-
fied course lefi for the complaining companies to
take, but to carry the mails in the baggage cars as
before.

Northernm Central Railway.
At a general meeting of the stockholders of the

Northern Cepntral Railway Company, held in Bal-
timore on the 9th iggt., to discuss the question of
leasing the road to the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, Mr. J. D. Cameron, President of the
company, presented the following wrilten state-
ment :

‘“ Gentlemen : I am inctructed by the directors
of yeur company to say that in a letter received
by them yesterday from Mr, Thomson, President
of tbe Pennsylvania Railroad, that it was his in-
tention and desire to have your lines of road
critically examined by a railroad expert, and to
bhave laid before you the result of his negotistions
in all detail, but owing to a serinus and unfor-
tunate illness, which prostrated him at the be-
ginning of his labors, this desire has been frus-
trated. Feeling great anxiety to have an oifer
made to you to-day, the members of the board
nrged Mr. Thomson to make a proposition for a
lease, He declined, as at present advised, to
make one exceeding sixX per cent on your stock,
Such a proposition he did make, and we report it
Lo you without comment for your acceptanece or
rejection.

‘“ It has Leen their desire, and the efforts of the
directors have been coustant to induce the Penn-
sylvania road to make a higher offer, but as their
views have been criticisad and comwmented uvpon
they prefer to be relieved from all further nego-
tiation in the matter, and if it is the desire of the
stockholders to continue the negotiations in view
of the fact that Mr, Thomson bhas pot been able
to get for his or your information the report of the
expert, we would suggest that a committee of
stockholders be anpomted at this meeting to meet
a commiitee of the board of the Peousylvania
road,”

The proposition to lease the Northern Central
Railway to the Pennsylvania Railroad Compaoy
at six per cent, was, on motion of Mr. L. S,
Gittings, almost unanimously rejected.

At the suggestion of Mr, Cameron, Mr. John
Hulme offered a resolution that a committee of
five stockholders, entirely disconnected with the
management of either road, be appointed to ex-

amine into the affairs of the Northern Omtral

and to confer with the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company in regard to a lease or a guaranty of
dividends that will prove satisfactory to the stock-
holders of the Northern Central, and that ‘sald

adjourned meeting ; also that the commiltee have
power to fill vacancies that may occur In their

body by resignation or death. _
This reso]utlon was adOpted and the l’o]lowmg

committee appointed: John Hulme, chalrman,
Lambert S. Gittings, M. B. Greensfelder, H, C.

Borie, and J. H, Williams.
The following resolution, offered by Mr. Cam-

eron, was adopted:

Resolved, That for the purpose of providing for
the existing ﬂoat.mg debt of this company, and
for such terminal and other facilities and im-
provements and equipments as may be necessary
to properly conduct ‘its - business, as well as to
provide for existing mortgage debts on its prop-
erty and franchise, the board of direclors are
hereby authorized to create a consolidated mort-
page of $10,000,000, to secure bende ef that
amount ; said bonds to be issued in such sum or

§UMS, eithor in sterling or dullar bonda, and at



